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TERRITORY OF COLORADO, 
Adjutant General's Office. 
Denver, December 31, 1873. 


Sirs 

I received my commission from your predecessor on 
the 15th day of February 1872; and a few days later 
came into possession of the books, papers and records, 
pertaining to the office; together with the arms, am- 
munition and other ordnarice stores, belonging to the 
Territory. 

The military records of the Territory are so in- 
complete, and so many valuable papers and documents 
have been lost, that they now possess a very uncer- 
tain value. From the documents now on file in this 
office, it would be impossible to prepare any’ full 
and accurate history of the services of the Colorado 
Volunteers during the war of the rebellion, or in de- 
fending our frontiers’ from indian depredations. There 
seems, in the early history of this department, to 
have been neither care nor system in the filing or 
preservation of papers; the few, that were saved, 
were carried about from one place’ to another, follow- 
ing the migrations of the territorial capital; and 
not until they came into the hands of my immediate 
predecessor, does there appears to have been any at- 
tempt to reduce them to proper order. It is due to 
the brave men who served in the early Colorado regi- 
ments, that sgme measures be adopted by the legisla- 
ture for the comptetion and perfection of these re- 
cords; and the publication of a volume which shall 
perpetuate the history of their services and illus- 
trate the honorable part which Colorado took in the 
war for the Union. If such a work is to be done at 
all, it should be provided for by the coming legisla- 
ture ry 

» During the past two-years I have been compelled to 
inform many applicants for certificates of service, 
that no data existed in the office to authorize the 
issuance of such certificates; which fact will pre- 
vent many old Colorado Soldiers from taking advant- , 
age of the ‘recent liberal acts of Congress in regard 
to soldiers homesteads, while the widows and children 
of others will be deprived of pensions, and in some 
instances back pay and bounties, -- from the same - 
cause. I submit to your Excellency that justice to 
the Colorado soldier and a proper pride in our his- 
tory requires that some measures be taken to cor- 
rect this state of our military records. 
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The condition of the territorial arms and ord- 
“nance stores as I received them was simply disgrace- 
ful. They were in the utmost disorder and confusion, 
dusty, dirty, rusty, and mouldy; out of repair, and 
unserviceable, and with no account existing of the 
number which had been received from the United States; 
of the number which had been issued, or of the number 
which should remain on hand. The receipts, which were 
collected together from three of the territorial of- 
fices showed that issues had been made in the most 
indiscriminate manner, while it was also evident, as 
I now know, -- that many arms were given out, for 
which no receipts at all were taken. I proceeded as 
rapidly as circumstances would permit, to get some 
order out of this confused condition of affairs; and 
also, by direction of the Military board togather in 
as many of the guns belonging to the territory as 
possible, -- of which matter I will speak-more min- 
utely later in this report. The receipts now on file 
in this office show the following guns.to be in the 
hands of citizens: Of the issue of 1867, 193 Warner 
Carbines; 65 Muzle loading Springfield muskets; and 
23 Austrian rifles, -- total 281; of the issue of 
1868 -~ 34 breech-loading Springfield Muskets; 397 
muzle loading Springfield Muskets; 122 Warner Car- 
bines; 20 Spencer Carbines, and 32 Austrian rifles -- 
total 605; of the issue of 1869 -- 20 Spencer rifles; 
20 Spencer Carbines; 47 Springfield muskets; and 5 
Warner Carbines -- total 92; of the issue of 1870; -- 
2 breech loading Springfield Muskets; 270 Spencer 
Rifles; 78 Spencer Carbines; and 8 Muzle loading 
Springfield Muskets -~ total 358; and of the issue 

of 1871 == 71 Spencer rifles, and 25 Spencer Carbines 
-- total 96; or a grand total of 1432 guns of various 
description, issued from 1867 to 1871 inclusive. -- 
Of this number 128 Warner Carbines, and 21 Springfieid 
Muskets, -- in all 149 guns, -- were issued to Wells 
Fargo & Co. in 1867 and 1868 for the protection of 
the United States mails. -= There were issued during 
1872 the following arms and ammunition for which re- 
ceipts are now on file in this office: 47 Breech 
loading Springfield muskets; 8 Spencer Carbines; and 
2 Spencer rifles, -- making a total of 57 guns; 

2040 rounds B.-L. Springfield Musket ammunition; 

1080 rounds Spencer rifle ammunition, 1008-rounds 
Spencer Carbine ammunition. During 1873 there were - 
issued the following arms and ammunition for which 
receipts are now on-file in this office: 112 Spencer 
Carbines and 62-Spencer Rifles; making a total of 
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174 guns; and 6706 rounds Spencer Carbine ammunition; 
2000 rounds Spencer rifle ammunition, 720 B. L. Spring- 
field musket ammunition; and 300 blank Cartridges. ہے‎ 
There have also been issued 40 Cavalry Sabres. 

There are now on hand the following serviceable 
arms: 28 Breech loading Springfield Muskets; and 23 
Spencer rifles -- total 57 guns. The following arms 
are unserviceable: 200 Springfield and Austrian Mus- 
kets; 48 Spencer Rifles; 20 :Jarner Carbines, 7 breech- 
loading Springfield muskets and 4 Spencer Carbines, a 
total of 279 unserviceable guns. Of the above, the 
200 Springfield and Austrian Muskets are wholly unfit 
for use, and I respectfully recommend that the Mili- . 
tary board be authorized to sell the same, at public 
or private sale, and apply the-proceeds to the pur- 
chase of serviceable arms. =-~- Of the Spencer rifles, 
at least 41 can be rendered serviceable at an aver- 
age expense of not more than $2.00 each. Probably 
15 of the Warner Carbines 5 of the breech-loading : 
Springfield muskets, and 2 of the Spencer Carbines be 
repaired at a similar expense. There are therefore in 
my possession at this time 51 guns available for im- 
‘mediate use; and about 63 others which could be made 
so, at an expenditure of a sum not exceeding $125. 
There is on hand 19,462 rounds of Spencer Carbine - 
ammunition; 3360 rounds of Breech-loading Springfield 
Musket ammunition; and 5,400 blank Cartridges. The 
experience of the last two years has proven that no 
more than one in four of these fired Cartridges are 
fit for use, -- the most of them being unserviceable 
on aecount of age, and quality, having been in pos- ` 
session of the territory since 1868. In view of this 
fact, I purchased in October last by direction of 
the military board one thousand Spencer Rifle Car- 
_tridges, and one thousand breech-loading Springfield 
Musket Cartridges, in order to be in possession of 
some reliable ammunition. The rifle ammunition was 
issued to the Sheriff of Gilpin County during the 
threatened riots in that county, in Uctober last, and 
the remaining one thousand rounds are on hand and 
accounted for above. There are also on hand 16 ser- ,, 
viceable Sabres; and 33 Sabres in a damaged condition. 
A full and complete assortment of belts, Cartridge 
boxes, Swivels, bayonets, and Infantry and Cavalry 
equipments of all kinds is also on hand; and in good 
and serviceable condition. 

Two Companies of Militia have been organized 
equiped as Cavalry and mustered into the territorial 
service during the past year. Company "A" -- Denver 
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Scouts -- werè mustered at Denver on the 26th of Feb- 


Tuary 1873. -- The Company numbers 52 men, and they 


have 31 Spencer Carbines, and 36 Sabres, with all the 
belts, Cartridge boxes and accoutrements for 36 offi- 
cers and privates including bugler and Surgeon. The 
officers of the Company are: Captain D. J. Cook; 
First Lieutenant W. F. Smith; Second Lieutenant R, Jd. 
Force. An armory has been rented for their use, and 
properly fitted up for the preservation of their arms 
and equipments the expense of the same being paid 

out of the territorial military fund. Company B ہے‎ 
"Pike's Peak Rangers" was mustered at Colorado Springs 
on the 29th day of November 1873. The Company numbers 
45 officers and men; and have 50 Spencer Carbinés, and 
4 Sabres, with ali—the accutrements, belts Cartridge 
boxes and equipments for 54 officers and privates. 

The Company is officered as follows: Matt. France 
Captain, Irving Howbert First Lieutenant; and James 

T. Wilson Second Lieutenant. A room for the guns 

and equipments of the Company is furriished free of 
charge at present, by the town organization of Colo- 
rado Springs. 

An independent Company of Militia known as the 
Governors Guards was organized in Denver in 1872, to 
which arms and equipments were issued by direction of 
your predecessor. This Company has now in its posses- . 
sion 47 breech loading Springfield Muskets. While it 
has never been formaly mustered into the territorial 
service, it is in accordance with article II section 
12 of the act on Corporation == See page 146 Revised 
Statutes -- under the Commands of your Excellency. I 
am pleased to add that the Company has always express- 
ed a readiness to respond to any call which might be 
made upon it; and since the provisions of the law are 
such regarding their obedience to your orders, I can 
see no reason why they should not be mustered into the 
territorial service. - 

Authority has been given to Fowler Nichols Esq. 
one of the Commissioners of Gilpin County to enroll 
a company of Infantry in that County, to a number 
not exceeding 40 men. When the organization shall 
have been completed, and the Company is ready for 
muster, the Spencer Rifles issued to the Sheriff of 
that County during the threatened riots in October, 
will be transfered to it. 

There are at Jarvis Hall, Golden 40 Spencer rifles * 
issued in 1870 for the use of the Students of that 
institution. A corps of cadets has been organized 
under the command of Captain Jomes T. Smith, for the 
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purpose of drill and military exercise. A box of am- 
munition was lately issued to them for use in target 
practice. 

During the past summer Private Johni E. Force of 
the Denver Scouts was employed, under direction of the 
military board to collect the territorial arms -issued 
since 1867. His service covered a space of two months 
and ten days, during which time he visited a number of 
localities, and succeeded in gathering in 100 guns at . 
an expense of $315. Most of the guns were serviceable; 
and deciding that it was costing more than the arms 
were worth, I discontinued the service. From this ex- 

-perience I am satisfied that it will be almost- useless 
to attempt to call in and collect the arms outstanding, 
where the effort would be.attended with any expense. 
New arms can be purchased at what it will cost to col- 
lect those now outstanding. 

There is also another matter which should here be 
considered, In mony instances guns have been issued 
to some responsible party representing a community; 
who in turn issued them to his neighbors and fellow 
citizens. To hold the party receipting for the arms 
responsible, in all instances, would work both hard- 
ships, and injustice; and I would therefore suggest 
that the military board be authorized to adjust such 
cases upon some equitable-basis, and upon the 
filing of the proper affidavits, surrender the receipts 
to the parties giving the same. 

The present Militia law is cumbersome and inoper- 
ative in many particulars, and ought to be thoroughly | 
remodeled. It provides for a military establishment - 
which would be burdensome to a large and wealthy 
State. The duties of Inspector General, which are 
merely nominal, might be devolved upon the Adjutant 
General; that. office abolished, and the military 
board made to consist of the Governor, Senior Major 
General, and Adjutant General. The whole system of 
enrollment, now an entire nulity, should be modified. 
The grentest laxity however prevails in the payment 
and collection of the Military Toll-tax, as required 
by the present law; and to this matter I would through 
your Excellency respectfuly call the attention of the 
coming legislature. Militia Companies cannot be organ- 
ized armed equiped, maintained and put in active ser- 
vice without money. No taxes are paid which can be 
avoided, and while tax-payers are always willing to 
shirk the payment of a poll tax of fifty cents, they 
are always prompt in demanding the greatest efficiency 
on the part of their officers in time of riot, indian 
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invasion or other public danger. The Auditors report 
will show the amount of this tax which has been col- 
lected, and expended, and the balance now remaining on 
hand. I submit that, if this tax were placed on a 
footing with other taxes, and its collection made as 
binding on County treasurers, د‎ fund could soon be ac- 
cumulated, by which efficient Militia Companies could 
be maintained at all exposed points; new and improv- 
ed arms purchased, and the military establishment of 
the torritory be placed on a basis adequate to our 
necessities, and consistent with our exposed condition. 
The contingent fund appropriated for this office by the 
last legislature has, by an economical use of the same, 
been ample for all purposes. The appropriation for 
the storage of arms is insufficient, and ought to be 
increased by at least one half. A proper room for the 
safe keeping of the arms and other ordnance stores, 
where they con be cleanrd and kept clean, and arrang- 
ed in a convenient munner cannot be had for the pre- 
sent appropriation. During the past few months Mr. 
C. A. Jochmus his been employed as cn armorer, to 
clean, assort and care for the ordnance stores; and 
also acts as the armorer of the Denver Scouts, clean- 
ing and keeping in proper order and condition the 
arms of this Company, being paid a small Salary out 
of the military fund. An armorer is necessary to 
each Company in order to ensure the keeping of their 
guns and equipments in constant serviceable condition. 
In concluding this report, I need hardly 0211 the 
“attention of your Excellency to the defenseless state 
of the territory. The facts detailed above require no 
elaboration to demonstrate that we are not prepared 
for eveh the slightest emergency. Twice during the 
past two years has the territory been threatened with 
on Indian war; and twice with riot in the mining 
counties. Such contingencies are liable at any time 
to arise, and will-have to be met by the territorial 
officers. A due regard for the public peace and 
safety, and for the protection of the more remote 
settlements in time of indian incursions, demands 
that some actions be taken by the legislative ussem- 
bly to remedy our present exposed condition. What 
that action should be remains to be devised by legis- 
lative wisdom, guided by your councils and advice. 
Owing to the fact that the quota of arms due the ter- 
ritory from the general government has been overdrawn 
ہم‎ about $17,500 as I am unofficialy informed -- no 
aid or immediate relief can be expected from that 
quarter, except by special act of Congress. I would 
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therefore recommend: 

First: That Congress be memorialized to remit our 
present indebtedness; and make a new issue of arms and 
ammunition, which shall include the latest improved — 
Infantry and Cavalry arms, and at least a 7 gun 
battery. 

Seconds: That the militia law be thoroughly 0 
the collection of the military tax rigidly enforced, 
and the power given to the military board to organize 
and maintain companies at such points as may be deem- 
ed necessary. 

Third: That in case of any pressing necessity or sud- 
den emergency, the military board be authorized to 
purchase such arms and ammunition as may be required 
by the public safty, == the.same to be paid ‘for by the 
Auditor out of the general fund on presentation of the 
proper vouchers approved by the board. 

These or some similar ideas should be embodied in 
a definite and well digested statute and the militia 
establishment of the territory placed upon a basis 
adequate for all demands of protection or defence, or 
assistance in the enforcement of the laws, which may 
be made upon it. 

Such a conditon of affairs will alone be creditable 
to the reputation of the Territory and promotive of 
internal peace and domestic prosperity. 

= I have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully 
Your obedient-Servant 
W. R. Thomas ; 
To: Adjutant General 
His Excellency a 2 
Sami. H. Elbert 
Governor and Commander in Chief. 
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